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Arkansas Geographic Information Systems Board (GISB) 
Summer Board Meeting  

 
J.B. Hunt Center for Academic Excellence 
JBHT 535 Executive Board Room-5th Floor 

University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

 

Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 

9:00AM - 3:00PM 

 
  

 Board Meeting called to order by Vice Chair, Randy Everett at 9:05 a.m. 
 

 Roll Call 
  

Board Members Present: 

Mr. Randy Everett (Vice Chair) 
Dr. Jackson Cothren  

Mr. Taylor Wynn  
Mr. Hershel Cleveland 
Ms. Phyllis Poche (Proxy for Margaret McMillan) 

Ms. Sharon Hawkins 
Ms. Amy Whitehead 

 
Board Members Absent:  

Dr. Margaret “Beth” McMillan (Chair) 
Ms. Heather Stevens 
Ms. Kasey Summerville 

Mr. Glen Dabney 
 

 Chair Welcomes and Acknowledges Guests  
 

Guests: 

Jeff Winter, AGISO Advisory Panel 
Jerry Prince, AGISO Advisory Panel Proxy  

Jim Rankin, Vice Provost for Research and Economic Development 
Jason Tullis, University of Arkansas 
Ivan Hoffman, President, Advisory Board to the Division of Land Surveys 

Corey Scott, Data Scout 
Robert McGee, ACD 

Brian Culpepper, CAST 
Tony Davis, Arkansas Game and Fish 
Mike Wright, ASPS 

Jay Young, ASPS 
Justin Taffner, Survey Intern 

Paul Walla, Professional Land Surveyor 
Tracy Moy, Arkansas Game and Fish 
Don Catanzaro 
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AGIO Staff:  
Mr. Shelby Johnson, Arkansas Geographic Information Officer 

Mr. Seth LeMaster, AGISO 
Ms. Kayla Lyon, AGISO  

 
 Meeting 

 

 Welcome: The welcome was given by Jim Rankin, Vice Provost for Research and 
Economic Development. The Chair called for any corrections to the March 11th Meeting 

minutes. No one contested the March 11th minutes. 
 
Motion: to accept the March 11, 2015 minutes- Dr. Jackson Cothren 

Second: Ms. Sharon Hawkins 
No discussion; Unanimously Approved. 

 
 Old Business 

 

1. AGISO Report (Shelby Johnson)  
 

Parcel Mapping Project – Ouachita Co. is close to being delivered. Izard Co. is almost finished.  
One of the last counties will be Lonoke Co. due to a change in their assessor in the last election. 

Drew, Calhoun, Dallas, and Randolph counties will be last as well because they are smaller 
counties. There have now been three (3) counties that have withdrawn from the project (St. 
Francis, Cleveland, and Garland). This restores some budget in the allocation of funds. No 

county is ever 100% complete, due to the ever changing nature of parcels There are sixty-four 
(64) counties published. They may not be complete, but they are useable. Eleven (11) counties 

are still not published.   
 
MAP21/ARNOLD Project – Prairie, Sevier, Little River, Dallas, Cleveland, and Chicot counties 

have been completed. There are fifty-five (55) counties left to be finished. The deadline is March 
17, 2017. We need the support of the county road foreman to determine paved or unpaved 

roads. FHWA is requiring all federal and state road systems to be done immediately. We have a 
four person staff working on this project full time. AGISO is continuing to work with the Arkansas 
Highway and Transportation Department on this project. The goal is for the counties to take 

ownership of this data once it’s complete and in their hands.  
 

New Website— With AGISO’s new website, they have better tracking and software that allows 
them to measure project utilization through downloads. Guest users outweigh their registered 
users. They are about to activate “best available leaf-off” imagery as part of their image 

services. They are also about to add USGS 24k topo images and GLOs to our image service. It’s 
a manual process to update into statewide table. AGISO is currently doing research and training 

for automating that data updating process. They have moved from state owned servers to the 
Amazon cloud, which cut their costs down and greatly reduced the server cost area of their 
budget.  

 
LiDAR— AGISO is hosting bi-monthly conference calls for LiDAR data. Anyone is invited, but 

they are asking that vendors not participate at this time. The biggest problem in collecting LiDAR 
data is that lack of coordination results in everyone competing with each other for the same 
grants or funding. Everyone has the same goal. Chris Cretini (USGS) held a meeting for a new 

bid proposal to collect LiDAR data. FEMA has a big interest, as well as Higher Education 
organizations, state agencies, and other federal agencies. AGISO has LiDAR data in their 
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repository. Benton Co. is still $45,000 short on their LiDAR collection project scheduled for 2015. 
FEMA is flying Washington Co.  $235/sq.mile is a good planning rate for LiDAR collection 

projects. 
 

Budget Addition— AGISO’s request for a Surveyor position was granted. AGISO wants to get 
this position filled as soon as possible. Because of the current hiring freeze, it is unknown at this 
time when this position will be filled. AGISO worked with the General Assembly to get special 

language stating that AGISO may use the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the  creation, 
development, and maintenance of framework data. This allows AGISO to select a vendor on a 

variety of criteria, not just the lowest bidder.  
AGISO also got special language added that allows the agency to transfer any remaining funds 
from the Miscellaneous Agencies Fund Account, at the end of each FY, to the agency’s GIS Trust 

Fund to use for operating and maintaining the Arkansas Spatial Data Infrastructure, creating, 
updating, maintaining and disseminating framework spatial data as defined by Arkansas Code 

§15-21-502. The funds in the GIS Trust Fund carry over from FY to FY. Appropriation in this fund 
is $250,000.00.  At the end of each year, AGISO will have to get it approved by the Legislative 
Peer Review Committee. AGISO will have to define what they are going to do with the funds, 

and have a plan in place for how they are going to spend it.  
 

 New Business: 
 

1. Introduction of Jay Young, ASPS Vice President, and Mike Wright, ASPS District 1 
President 

2. New Data to load on Arkansas Spatial Data Infrastructure (ASDI) 

a. Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Data: 
i. Buildings 

ii. Fish Attractors 
iii. Gates and Barriers 
iv. Outdoor Recreational Access 

v. Outdoor Recreational Facilities 
vi. WMA Management Facilities 

3. Statewide Imagery Procurement 
4. Tour the Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies 

 

Introduction of ASPS Vice President, Jay Young, and District 1 Director of ASPS, Mike 

Wright— Jay Young had to leave the meeting early due to another obligation.  Mike Wright was 

introduced and read a statement that Jay had prepared. The statement is attached to the 

minutes. Shelby responded to the statement. Shelby’s plan was for this to be a smooth 

transition. He is trying to learn about the Land Survey projects. We do not know how the 

Department of Agriculture planned for the divisions 1% budget cut. Shelby plans to meet with 

the ASPS and address any concerns they may have. Shelby assured them that all matters 

related to land surveying would be passed through the Land Survey Advisory Panel. We are 

unsure about whether or not we are going to need to move buildings or offices. ASPS will help 

provide advice to us. They are the real stakeholders of the Division of Land Surveys and Board. 

They’ll be the ones affected by rule making and need to be plugged into the decision making 

processes. It was recommended that the GISB write a letter extending an invitation to the Land 

Survey Board and ASPS to the next GISB board meeting.  










